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December 21st marks the shortest day of the yar, so it's not surprising that amateur astronamers have a
great oppatunity to make some useful observations throughthese longwinter nights. The evaings begin
with the autumn constell ations dominating the night sky, but by 22:00 they have sil ently moved towards the
south west and the well known winter constellations will have arrived. Leading the way is Orion the
Hunter, that unmistakable @nstellation containing the glorious Orion Nebula. By following animaginary
line from Orion's belt down towards the left you'll come to the star Sirius, in the @nstellation d Canis
Major (the Greater Dog). Srius is the brightest star in the sky shining & magntude -1.5, and it is
relativedy doseto us being oy 8.7 light-years away!

In the high southern sky lies Taurus
the Bull with its two superb star
clusers, the Hyades and the
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up in the est lies Auriga the \.~ oLt

Chariotea, while below him Gemini
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the superb "Beenive' star cluster.
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constellation d Leo the lion, which
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which contains the glorious planet Castor * Algol
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cold and frosty, but dont let the
weather put you df as this period E LOOKING SOUTH w
definitely has mething to dffer the

amateur astronamer. Whateve your astronamical interest, have a Merry Christmas, and aHappy New
Year.
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The sky maps s1own aborve give you anidea of what the sky looks like at the following times, Midnight on
December 15th, 22:00pm on Januay 15th, and 2000pm on February 15th. For clarity, no danets are
shown onthe maps.



XU @Q™Ndc

MERCURY will not be visible until | ate January, when it emerges from the twilight to become a evening
objed. During ealy February if you look towards the south western horizon some 40 minutes after Sunset,
you should be &le to deted the planet without too many problems. Venus will be avery helpful aid in
locating Mercury during this apparition. Please refer to your copy of the F.A.S. Astrocdander for further
details.

VENUS is now becoming a bright evening objed, visible low in the south western sky soon after Sunset.
The planet starts to gain atitude during this period and will become much more accesble a time goes by.
Shining at magnitude -3.8 throughout this period you will not mistake the planet for a star due to its
extreme brightness From ealy February through to around mid-month Venus is joined by Mercury to
make some dtradive groupings. Uranus also joins the mix, but sinceit's very much the faintest of the three
you can probably ignoreit.
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MARS is now a morning objed |/ )
rising before Sunrise, and visible | + " Ophiuchus /
low in the south eastern sky. The ' :

planet is not particularly well _
placed at the moment due to its Libray,

low atitude and the presence of \ /”/ '

the dawn twilight. In fad, by _

February 15th Mars redly isnt that VI
Serpens \/ . N
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much better placel, and this is due X
to its easterly motion through the » Jupiter, . _
sky. For telescope users Mars . / \W
wont be much of a target until y
later in 2007,

JUPITER is now visible low in |- e
the south eastern sky during dawn | “i%
twilight. At the start of this period
the planet lies just a w@uple of Looking Southeast at 7am on January 15th 2007

degrees above the horizon about

an hour before Sunrise, though as time goes by the gas giant becmes better placed for observation. Watch
out on the morning of January 15th 2007 and you'll see a attradive aescent Moon make awide grouping
with Jupiter and Mars. An artist impresson of the event is siown above. By mid-February Jupiter may be
seen rneaing the meridian just as morning twili ght begins. To be honest, to make useful observations of the
planet you will need to get up pretty ealy for the next few months.

SATURN is now neaing its best for this 20062007 apparition. The planet is visible by mid-evening
Situated in Leo the Lion, shining at around the zeo magnitude. With Saturn at opposition on February 10th
do make the dfort to observe the ringed wonder, as you won't be disappointed.

URANUS and NEPTUNE are for all intents and puposes out of view during the period.
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At the time of writing, the Geminid meteor shower was gill at an ealy stage in its adivity, and as yet no
reports have been recaved concerning this yea's apparition. Since the Moon doesnt hamper the shower

too badly do make the dfort to take alook out for the shower. If you do make ay interesting observations
please let us know.



Ursids: This minor and rather negleded shower takes place between Decamber 17th and 26h, with this
yea's maximum taking placeon Decenber 22nd. Rates are fairly low at around ten meteors per hour in
ided conditions and this yea the Moon will not interfere with the shower.

Like many other meteor showers, the Ursids are asociated with a parent comet, and in this case it's periodic
comet Tuttle, which orbits the Sun once every 13 yeas. The shower gave better than normal ratesin 1945
1986 1988 1994and 200Q which are accedited to random clumping of material in the meteoroid stream.
The shower is known to produce afair number of meteors that are yellow in colour, with many leaving
persistent trains. The radiant liesin the constellation of the Little Bea (Ursa Minor) about 4° above the star
Beta (b) UrsaeMinoris. Take alook if it'sclea.

Quadrantids:  Unfortunately, the new yea starts with a poor return for one of the most interesting of
meteor showers. The Quadrantids take their name from the now long defunct constellation of Quadrans
Muralis. The radiant adually lies afew degrees north-west of atriangle of stars formed by tau (t), phi (p),
and nu (n) Herculis. The shower's normal limits range from January 1st through to the 6th, with thisyea's
maximum expeded to take place & around 2300 on the 3rd. Inided conditions meteor rates can reat as
high as 120 meteors per hour, though in redity the average meteor enthusiast will probably be very lucky to
even seehalf of thisvalue. The shower has a very narrow pe&k of adivity which lasts no more than a few
hours, and this can be missed very easly - espedally if the sky is hampered by cloud. Thereis also some
variability in the hourly rates, and estimates in recet yeas have ranged from 60 to 200 meteors per hour.
The Moon is Full on the evening of January 3rd/4th and so will completely wipe out the fainter meteors.
However, brighter examples of the shower may be seen, so if it is clea around this time why not try to
observe these new yea cdestial fireworks.

DXUC \QbCic dJ] 1d1 7\Q"SU

The list below gives the rising and setting times for the Sun and planets from Decamber 15th 2006 to
February 15th 2007. The times are based upon an observer situated in the llkeston area and the times
shown are in Greenwich Mean Time.

Object Date Rise Set Object Date Rise Set
Sun Dec 15th 08:12 15:49 Jupiter Dec 15th 06:35 14:47
Jan 1st 08:18 15:59 Jan 1st 05:47 13:51
Jan 15th 08:11 16:18 Jan 15th 05:07 13:05
Feb 1st 07:49 16:49 Feb 1st 04:15 12:08
Feb 15th 07:23 17:16 Feb 15th 03:31 11:20
Mercury Dec 15th 07:09 15:03 Saturn Dec 15th 20:55 11:43
Jan 1st 08:19 15:30 Jan 1st 19:45 10:35
Jan 15th 08:44 16:34 Jan 15th 18:45 09:39
Feb 1st 08:30 18:21 Feb 1st 17:31 08:30
Feb 15th 07:33 18:41 Feb 15th 16:29 07:33
Venus Dec 15th 09:13 16:32 Uranus Dec 15th 12:00 22:39
Jan 1st 09:24 17:13 Jan 1st 10:54 21:35
Jan 15th 09:14 17:59 Jan 15th 10:00 20:43
Feb 1st 08:47 18:57 Feb 1st 08:54 19:41
Feb 15th 08:18 19:44 Feb 15th 08:00 18:50
Mars Dec 15th 06:49 14:47 Neptune Dec 15th 11:13 20:25
Jan 1st 06:47 14:19 Jan 1st 10:08 19:21
Jan 15th 06:41 14:04 Jan 15th 09:14 18:29
Feb 1st 06:27 13:54 Feb 1st 08:08 17:25
Feb 15th 06:08 13:53 Feb 15th 07:14 16:33




Phase Day Time Moonrise Time Moon set Time
New Moon Dec 20th 14:01 20th 08:54 20th 15:01
First Quarter Dec 27th 14:48 27th 11:41 28th 00:52
Full Moon Jan 3rd 13:57 3rd 15:24 4th 09:31
Last Quarter Jan 11th 12:45 11th 00:19 11th 10:56
New Moon Jan 19th 04:01 19th 08:51 19th 16:37
First Quarter Jan 25th 23:.01 25th 10:11 26th 01:37
Full Moon Feb 2nd 05:45 1st 15:45 2nd 08:16
Last Quarter Feb 10th 09:51 10th 01:45 10th 09:40
New Moon Feb 17th 16:14 17th 07:32 17th 17:10
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The 2006 Equinox Sky Camp took place over the weekend d September 23rd/24th, at the usual setting d the Kelling
Heath Touring Park, near Holt in North Norfolk. This was the twelfth year that the event had been held, and the tenth
timethat IDAS members had attended. Dueto last year's sabbatical from the Sky Camp, several Members including
mysdf decided to make a weekend \isit to the 2006 event, and everyone certainly seaned like they were looking
forward to it.

Harry Bingham, John and Nell Cutherbertson, and mysdf attended the weekend, and while Harry stayed in hs
caravan everyore dse braved the dements with tents. To be horest, the weekend ddnt start out very wdl at all. On
our arrival at the camp site we were greded with heavy and prolonged rain - nat a very goodsign. After reportingin
at Reception, the shart car journey to aur pitches didn't make things any better; being confronted with sodden ground
and puddes around the pitches certainly did hdp matters! However, Harry very quickly set up his caravan and kindy
gave usall some shdter, and a cup of tea.

After ditting in Harry's caravan for about an haur chatting about the upcoming event and the weather, the rain
suddenly stopped. Quickly we set about putting up our tents, and even though the grass was very wet it didnt rain
again. By the time the tents were up and pegged the Sun was out and the puddes had disappeared - thanks to good
drainage and the sandy sail .

Our first night turned aut to be surprisingy
dark and clear, though air proximity to the
campsite's main access road meant that we |
kept getting car headlights sailing aur dark
adapted eyes. No ore in our group decided
to set up ther telescope, though it has to be
said that the dew was absolutdy
horrendaus, and it's very possble that any
optics would have dewed ower quite quickly
anyway. However, casua naked-eye
observing was dill a pleasant thing to do
during the night. As it had been a very
exhausting day we wereall in bed by 11pm.
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Top Left: Group photograph of Members at the
Equinox Sky Camp.

Top Right: A couple of telescopes ready for an
evening’s observing.

Above Left: Telescopes for sale on the
Widescreen Centre’s stand.

Above: A pair of home made 300mm
binoculars.

Left: The Weybourne windmill and the sea are
visible in the distance




Above Left: Astronomers look for a bargain on the Trade stands during the Saturday morning.

Above Right: A vast range of telescopes were on view in the Telescope Field
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Below Left: Orion the Hunter sets behind the Shipley Hall water tower. Photographed on February 27" 2005.

Below Right: Saturn makes a close encounter with the “Beehive” cluster. Photographed on January 21st 2006.

All Photo’s by Mark Thomas




On opening the tent the next morning |
was greded with a damp, cool, and
misty day. My first thought was that
things were going to get worse, but John
told me that the mist had only appeaed
in the last 30 minutes, and it was hoped
that it would clea soon. John wasnt
wrong as by the time | had taken a
shower and eaden my bresfast, warm
autumnal sunshine was bre&king through
the mist. It wasnt long before we had
gloriously warm sunny wedaher with
blue skies - a perfed Equinox Sky Camp

day.

The main event day boasted qute alot
of trade stands, who were sdling
everything from large expensive telescopes through to tiny meteorites which could be bought for a muple
of pounds. The traders were ingeniously set out in an Avenue style, which was a gred idea & it alowed
plenty of room for people to walk around the stands. The traders garted selling their wares from 10:30am
onwards, and they continued up wtil around 4:30pm. Considering the large amount of people milling
around the stands, | am sure the traders had a reasonable day.

Day visitors to the Sky Camp were dso encouraged, and so our own John Brown and Robin Gray came
along to med up with us for the day. Even though there were some astronomicd talks being held on both
the Saturday and Sunday, everyone from IDAS were more interested at looking around the trade stands, the
telescope fields, and the locd countryside.

Most of Saturday was taken up with talking amongst ourselves, talking to fellow astronomers, drinking
coffee and tea ad walking around the site - a grea time was had by al. Another plus to the weekend was
John Cuthbertson winning second prizein the raffle. His prizewas a set of eyepieces and a very smart case
to put them in, certainly well worth the £1 it cost for the raffle ticket. After a very enjoyable day we had
hoped that the sky would remain clea for us to do some evening observing. Alas, it was not meant to be
and so unfortunately an evening in the pub
was on the cads!

The weaher on Sunday turned out to be very
smilar to Saturday, though with perhaps a
little less sinshine. Even so, everyone had an
enjoyable day exploring the locd countryside.
Even though no trade stands gayed for the
Sunday - which some thought was a mistake,
there were still plenty of astronomers milling
around the site showing off their telescopes.

Sunday night meant another visit to the pub,
as the doud moved in quite quickly during the
late dternoon. Unfortunately, after midnight
things then went downhill .

Monday morning was met with very heavy
rain from the outset, and this meant taking the




tents down in the pouring rain. None of us were happy bunnes after this exercise, and the rain was far
worse than it had been on the Friday afternoon. In fad, | head later that the rain continued almost non-
stop for nealy 28 hours, and many pitches were totally waterlogged. Perhaps it was a good ideato come
away when we did.

To conclude. Even though the rain did spoil things at the start and end of our visit, | would say that overall
thisyea's Equinox Sky camp was one of the better ones that | had attended. | know we only had one dea
night, but on the whole the event passed by very nicdy, and was quite relaxing. What surprised me most
about the weekend was the @mplete ladk of the now legendary Kelling Heah wind factor. The tally is
now four out of five visits have included gales, so | think we were quite lucky thisyea. Let's hope that the
2007event is blessed with even better weaher.

Iridium Flares from December 15th 2006 to February 15th 2007

Key:
Date: Date of event. Please note that no bright Iridium flares take place between December 15th 2006
and January 1st 2007.

Satellite: Name of satellite

Time: Time of maximum brightness of satellite, in hours, minutes and seconds.

Azimuth: Bearing in degrees:- i.e. 0 = North, 90 = East, 180 = South, 270 = West

Elevation: Height above horizon in degrees

Intensity: Maximum brightness of satellite, measured in magnitude.
Date Satellite time Azimuth Elevation Intensity

(mag)
hms

Jan 2nd Iridium 72 18:35:47 30 44 1
Jan 3rd Iridium 62 18:29:37 32 45 -2
Jan 4th Iridium 65 18:23:30 34 46 -5
Jan 5th Iridium 68 18:17:22 36 47 -3
Jan 10th Iridium 62 17:55:41 38 58 1
Jan 11th Iridium 65 17:49:35 41 59 -1
Jan 12th Iridium 68 17:43:28 44 60 -4
Jan 13th Iridium 75 17:37:23 47 60 -5
Jan 14th Iridium 63 17:31:11 50 61 -1
Jan 15th Iridium 66 17:25:03 53 62 0
Jan 16th Iridium 74 17:23:22 51 66 -4
Jan 19th Iridium 22 19:06:03 25 36 -4
Jan 20th Iridium 25 18:59:50 26 38 -8
Jan 21st Iridium 47 18:53:38 28 39 -2
Jan 22nd Iridium 26 18:47:30 29 40 1
Jan 24th Iridium 46 18:44:11 26 47 1
Jan 26th Iridium 22 18:31:56 29 49 -6
Jan 27th Iridium 25 18:25:46 31 51 -8
Jan 28th Iridium 47 18:19:34 33 52 -2
Jan 29th Iridium 26 18:13:27 35 52 0
Feb 2nd Iridium 22 17:58:02 32 62 -1
Feb 3rd Iridium 25 17:51:54 33 64 -1
Feb 4th Iridium 47 17:45:40 37 65 -6
Feb 9th Iridium 29 19:20:34 18 36 -7
Feb 10th Iridium 32 19:14:19 20 38 -2
Feb 11th Iridium 58 19:08:19 21 38 1
Feb 13th Iridium 91 19:02:39 19 45 -5
Feb 14th Iridium 57 18:58:45 16 47 1
Feb 15th Iridium 95 18:50:43 21 48 -4
Feb 15th Iridium 60 18:52:37 17 48 0
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Dr Nigel Bannister (University of Leicester) was the Guest Spe&ker at our November 14th meding, when
he gave atalk entitled Astronamy throughthe eys of a Lobster. This excdlent talk dedt with Nigel's
reseach into anovel way of deteding x-rays in space The pione&ing ISS- Lobster Instrument uses an
opticd system that replicaes the way that a lobster is able to seeobjeds. This ingenious g/stem will allow
the next generation of x-ray satellites to be much more mmpad and lighter, and so chegoer to build and pu
into orbit. Nigel's presentation was first classas usual, and we hope that you all enjoyed the evening.

Rus=ll King will be the Spe&ker at our January 9th meding, and hell be giving a talk entitled Orbital
Dynamics. Should be an interesting night, so we hope you can come dong.

Dont forget our second monthly meding, which takes placeon the last Wednesday of ead month at the
Visitor Centre, Shipley Country Park, Sladk Lane, Heanor. The venue is the Green Room which is Stuated
within the Visitor Centre and is easy to find. The doors are open for around 7:45pm. There is no admisson
charge to members, but we do ask that ead member donates 20pto cover the @mst of refreshments. Please
note that there will be no meding at Shipley Park on Decamber 27th, due to the Christmas holidays. See
our meding programme (on page 12) for full details.

Annu al General Meeting Report: December 12th 2006

Our Annual General Meding and Christmas Party took placeon Deceamber 12th 2006 and was very well
attended with 17 members coming along to the procealings. Our Chairman, John Brown began by
welcoming everyone to the AGM and he went on to explain the order of business After his introduction,
Johnthen invited Harry Bingham to give the Treasurers report.

Harry reported that the Society had made avery small profit in the 20052006 sesson. Income for the yea
amounted to £43640, while expenditure totalled £43438. The Society had therefore made a profit of
£2.02. The Society had a balance of £49572 in the bank, as at the end of November 2006

Several isaues with the acounts were pointed out to the asembled members. Firstly, an unexpeded but
welcome profit of £2578 was made from our Silver Jubilee Convention, which helped to levitate a
potential lossin 2006 Secondly and more importantly, Erewash Borough Council had falled to send an
invoice for the meding room rent for 2006 even after severa requests. Had the rent been paid on time &
normal the Society would have adualy made a significant loss this yea of around £100 This will

undoubtedly mean that next yea's acmunts will show two room rental fees, one for 2006 and another for
2007

Spedker costs (of £22900) were quite high in 2006 compared to previous yeas, and this was due to the
fad that for the Society to continue to ensure adiverse and interesting range of talks it meant having to
source spedkers from further afield.

The F.A.S. Astrocdander and Society Newdletter costs were £13888 in this ssson, though some of this
cost was incurred on printing and postage for publicity material. Meanwhile, the F.A.S. membership fee
and F.A.S. public liability insurance ®st £66.50 for the yea - which incidentally, is very good value
considering what it covers. Without this cover the Society would be unable to organise or participate in
public events.

Once Harry had finished his report, he asked if there were any questions. Several members queried the
apparent high costs related to the Newdetter production and the st of the Astrocdander. It was
explained that the £13888 not only included the production of the Newdletter and postage asts, but it also
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included publicity material that had been printed and associated postage. Besides, the mst of 2-sided
colour printing for the Newdletter had increased the costs smewhat to 10p per side (i.e. 20p per Newdletter
copy), while monochrome printing cost 4p per side. It was aso mentioned that postage @sts had aso
increased duing the yea. After several minutes of discusson, Harry said that these issues could be
discussed at much further length after the dedion of the 2007 committee

There being no further questions about the acounts, John handed over to Mark Thomas, who gave ashort
review of what IDAS had done over the yea. This had included threedisplays, two open days (at Shipley
Park and at Erewash Museum), along with the awnual Shipley Park Night Watch, as well as the Silver
Jubilee Convention. Mark wished to thank everyone who had supported these events. John Brown then
asked Mary McNulty (Public Relations Officer), to say afew words.

Mary gave abrief report detailing Society publicity that had taken placeduring 2006 It's good to know
that our Society's profile cntinues to be enhanced by the hard work that Mary has done over the last yea.
Our meding details are publicised in many newspapers and magaznes - both nea and far, and this has
cetainly helped to increase the Society's profile in the yea. There being no questions, John handed over to
Russll King (Observational Programmer) to say a few words. Russll said that observing sessons at
Shipley Park were proving to be & popular as ever, and he excouraged al members to join the "ring
around” system if they wished to attend the sessons. John then handed over to John Cuthbertson (Curator
of Equipment), who reminded Members that the Society owns an eight inch telescope which is avail able for
members to use if they so wished.

John Brown finished off the Committee reports by saying that it was nice to see so many members were
enthusiastic in making observations during the yea, and he hoped that this would continue in 2007.

Afterwards, the 2006 Committee was dislved and the 2007 Committee was duly voted in. The
Committeefor the 2007 sesson remained unchanged yet again, and is as follows:

Chairman: John Brown
Seaetary: Mark Thomas
Treasurer: Harry Bingham
Observational Programmer: Russll King
Public Relations Officer: Mary McNulty
Curator Of Equipment John Cuthbertson
Librarian Paul Hawkins

After the dedion, Members discussed various Society issues, some of which took quite awhile to resolve.

The first important issue that was discussed was the 2007 subscription rates. The mmmittee made a
suggestion of increasing the standard adult subscription to £25 pr yea, but drop the 50p pEr meding fee
However, this s1ggestion was merely used to open up the discusson to seewhat members thought.

The £25 poposa was suggested for the following reason. The 2006 standard subscription feewas £14 &r
yed, plus 50p Er meding. If a member attended al the yea's medings the total cost to that member was
£1950 (note that 50p is not colleded at the December meding since it's the AGM). Therefore it was
argued that rising the subscription to £25 (an overall increase of £4.50 per yea - or 37.5p per meding)
should ensure that the Society reverses the aurrent trend of making losses ead yea. Since the expeded
expenditure for 2007 could be somewhere nea £500it was argued that for the Society to bre& even it
meant that no increase in subscription rates was not an option. However, this siggested increase was very
unpopular with members, and a lengthy discusson over costs ensued.

Several members suggested that instead of increasing subs by amost 30%, the Society should try and cut
costs and be more dficient in its working. The main suggestion was to email the Newdletter out to
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members, so saving on printing and postage @sts. Other members thought that purchasing the F.A.S.
Astrocadander seamed to be a unnecessary cost.

Incidentally, it has to be mentioned that the purchase of the yealy F.A.S. Astrocdanders were gproved at
the 2003AGM, as recmpense to Members for receving fewer Society Newdetters. 1t now appeaed that
Members no longer wished to receve this benefit. Therefore, it was unanimousy dedded that the 2007
Astrocdander will be the last that the Society will supdy to members. It should also be noted that the
Society Newsdletter will continue to be issued bi-monthly, and it's regularity will not change.

It was also dedded that members may now chose the way in which they receve their Newdletter. It can be
sent as an email attachment, and those members without email or computers may still recave the Newdletter
by post.

Out of the 17 members who attended the AGM ten made it known that they wished to receve the
Newdletter by email. Therefore, anyone wishing to change the method in which they receve the Newdletter
should inform Mark Thomas as ©on as posshble. Contad details are shown on page 14. Hopefully, this
simple dhange in procedure should help to reduce Society costs in 2007.

As aresult of the lengthy discussons and debate, it was dedded the that 2007 subscription rates sould be
set asfollows:-

Novice Membership (below 12 years of age) Free of charge

Junior Membership (Ages 12 to 18 years) £10
Full Membership (Over 18 years) £20
Membership for a Couple (Joint) £30
Associate Membership £10

Note: There is now no longer any 50p fee to pay at the main meeting.

Oncethe financial issues had been dedt with, ideas for trips and other adivities were discussed.

John Brown took the opportunity to remind everyone that atrip to Lincoln Astronomicd Society was being
planned to take placesometime in February or March, quite possbly on a Friday or Saturday evening. Full
detail s gill had to be cnfirmed, and Members would be given these detail s as 0n as possble.

John aso mentioned that the Derby Astronomicd Society had invited IDAS Members to take part in an
Astronomy Quiz Night on the evening of Friday February 2nd, at the Friends Meding House, St Helen's
Stred, Derby. If any member wishes to come dong to either take part in the quiz or just to give some
moral support then please let us know.

Another ideathat Johntalked about was the suggestion of organising a ceéebration dinner, to commemorate
the Society's Silver Jubilee Thisideawas originaly proposed ealier in the yea but it didnt seem to attrad
much attention. However, the overall mgjority of members at the AGM thought this was a good idea
Therefore, the Committeewill chedk out this ideato seewhat they can organise. Watch this gace

A variety of other suggestions were recaved from members regarding possble trips. A coach tour to the
Old Roya Greenwich Observatory, and a visit to York Observatory was mentioned. Several other places
of interest were dso talked about, and as a result the various suggestions will be discussed at the next
Committeemeding to seewhat can be aranged.

There being no more questions bhn Brown ended the procealings by thanking everyone for coming aong,
and he officially closed the AGM until Decamber 11th 2007. Members then finished the evening by having
a small Christmas party. Thank you to those of you who brought along food for the party - it was very
much appredated.
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Other Future Events

There ae tentative plans for areturn visit to AstroAdventures smetime in March. 1f any members wish to
come dong for severa days of sight-seeng and astronomy in North Devon then please let us know as on
as possble. The booking will probably last from a Saturday and return home on the Tuesday or
Wednesday.

Just to let you know that Shipley Park's Night Watch event will take placeon the evening of June 23rd
2007. Once ajain, we have been invited to take part, so let's hope the weaher is good once again. More
detailswill be published neaer the time.

Next yea's Equinox Sky Camp takes placeduring mid-September, and Society members have dready made
advance plans to make another visit. At the 2007 event an eight berth chalet has been booked, along with a
tent pitch. This will allow members to have awarm and snug environment to e and ed, while the tent
pitch will be used to ered member's telescopes. At the moment there ae ill a few spare places left in the
chalet, so if you are interested in booking a place please let one of the Committee Members know.

Future Meetings

John Brown has managed to organise an excdlent series of Guest Speders to entertain us in the 2007
sesson. Here aethe arrent details up until September.

Date

January 9th
January 31st
February 13th
February 28th
March 13th
March 28th
April 10th
April 25th
May 8th

May 30th
June 12th
June 27th
July 10th

July 25th
August 14th
August 29th
September 11th

September 26th

Speaker

Russell King

Mike Lancaster

Members Evening

James Ince

Paul Money

Madeleine Cox

Andrew Green

To be announced

Martin Lunn (MBE)

Title
Orbital Dynamics
Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting
Spirit in the Sky - A Martian Chronicle
Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting
Member's Observations
Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting
Subject to be announced
Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting
Images of the Cosmos
Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting
John Dolland - Achromatic Abbreviation
Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting
Astro Travels

Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting

Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting

The Discovery of Pluto

Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting
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Accounts from December 2005 to November 2006 Meeting

Income
Subscriptions £279.00
Monthly Attendance:) £ 67.40
Coffee / Tea Sales: ) £ 64.22
Profit from Convention 2006 £ 25.78
(See page 14 for breakdown)
TOTAL INCOME £436.40
Outings
Meeting Room Rent Eonnnn, ?
Speakers £229.00
F.A.S. Astrocalander) £138.88
Postage )
F.A.S. & Public Liability £66.50
TOTAL EXPENDITURE £434.38
Income £436.40
Outgoings £434.38
Profit £2.02
SUMMARY:
Balance B / F from 2005 £496.70
Funds in from 2006 £436.40
£930.10
Expenditure from 2006 £434.38
£495.72

Actual balance in Society funds ending November 2006: £495.72

Subs for 2007: Please see the AGM Report for more information.
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IDAS Convention - May 20th 2006

INCOME £ OUTGOINGS £
Tickets Sold 149.00 Speakers 55.00
Games/Comps. etc. 5.00 Room Rent 100.00
Raffle 53.00 Slide Projector Hire 31.88
Refreshments 10.00 Postage 5.04
TOTAL £217.00 TOTAL £191.92
Total Profit £25.78

Society Contacts

Mark Thomas (Secretary)

John Brown (Chairman)
Harry Bingham (Treasurer)

Mary McNulty
(Public Relations Officer)

Russell King
(Observational Programmer)

John Cuthbertson
(Curator of Equipment)

Tel: 0115 8490724
email: idaswmtl@aol.com

Tel: 01773 768836
Tel: 01773 533761

Tel: 01298 78234
email: mintaca@msn.com

Tel: 07788 432611
email: Russell.King@ansys.com

Tel: 0115 9176330
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