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December 21st  marks the shortest day of the year, so it's not surprising that amateur astronomers have a
great opportunity to make some useful observations through these long winter nights.  The evenings begin
with the autumn constellations dominating the night sky, but by 22:00 they have silently moved towards the
south west and  the well known winter constellations will have arr ived.  Leading the way is Orion the
Hunter, that unmistakable constellation containing the glorious Orion Nebula. By following an imaginary
line from Orion's belt down towards the left you'll come to the star Sirius, in the constellation of Canis
Major (the Greater Dog).  Sirius is the brightest star in the sky shining at magnitude -1.5, and it is
relatively close to us being only 8.7  light-years away!

In the high southern sky lies Taurus
the Bull with its two superb star
clusters, the Hyades and the
Pleiades.    Below Taurus,  near the
horizon  lies  faint Eridanus the
River; a constellation that is  never
well seen from this Country.  High
up in the east lies Auriga the
Charioteer, while below him Gemini
the Twins can be seen.  To the left
of Gemini li es the faint constellation
of Cancer the crab, which contains
the  superb "Beehive" star cluster.
Also, don't forget the early spring
constellation of Leo the lion, which
you will see in the eastern sky, and
which contains the glorious planet
Saturn.

The Great Bear (Ursa Major)
remains low down close to the
northern horizon, while almost
overhead  lies the 'M' of Cassiopeia
and the fine constellation of
Perseus. The nights can now be very
cold and frosty, but don't let the
weather put you off as this period
definitely has something to offer the
amateur astronomer.  Whatever your astronomical interest, have a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New
Year.

The sky maps shown above give you an idea of what the sky looks like at the following times;  Midnight on
December 15th, 22:00pm on January 15th, and 20:00pm on February 15th.  For clarity, no planets are
shown on the maps.
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MERCURY will not be visible until late January, when it emerges from the twili ght to become an evening
object.  During early February if you look towards the south western horizon some 40 minutes after Sunset,
you should be able to detect the planet without too many problems.  Venus will be a very helpful aid in
locating Mercury during this apparition.  Please refer to your copy of the F.A.S.  Astrocalander for further
details.

VENUS is now becoming a bright evening object, visible low in the south western sky soon after Sunset.
The planet starts to gain altitude during this period and will become much more accessible as time goes by.
Shining at magnitude -3.8 throughout this period you will not mistake the planet for a star due to its
extreme brightness.  From early February through to around mid-month Venus is joined by Mercury to
make some attractive groupings.  Uranus also joins the mix, but since it's very much the faintest of the three
you can  probably ignore it.

MARS is now a morning object
rising before Sunrise, and  visible
low in the south eastern sky.  The
planet is not particularly well
placed at the moment due to its
low altitude and the presence of
the dawn twili ght.  In fact, by
February 15th Mars really isn't that
much better placed, and this is due
to its easterly motion through the
sky.  For telescope users Mars
won't be  much of a target until
later in 2007.

JUPITER  is now visible low in
the south eastern sky during  dawn
twili ght.  At the start of this period
the planet lies just a couple of
degrees above the horizon about
an hour before Sunrise, though as time goes by the gas giant becomes better placed for observation.  Watch
out on the morning of January 15th 2007 and you'll see an attractive crescent Moon make a wide grouping
with Jupiter and Mars.  An artist impression of the event is shown above.  By mid-February Jupiter may be
seen nearing the meridian just as morning twili ght begins.  To be honest, to make useful observations of the
planet you will need to get up pretty early for the next few months.

SATURN is now nearing its best for this 2006/2007 apparition.  The planet is visible by mid-evening
situated in Leo the Lion, shining at around the zero magnitude.  With Saturn at opposition on February 10th
do make the effort to observe the ringed wonder, as you won't be disappointed.

URANUS and NEPTUNE are for all intents and purposes out of view during the period.
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At the time of writing, the Geminid meteor shower was still at an early stage in its  activity, and as yet no
reports have been received concerning this year's apparition.  Since the Moon doesn't hamper the shower
too badly do make the effort to take a look out for the shower.  If you do make any interesting observations
please let us know.



3

Ursids:  This minor and rather neglected shower takes place between December 17th and 26th, with this
year's maximum taking place on December 22nd.  Rates are fairly low at around ten meteors per hour in
ideal conditions and this year the  Moon will not interfere with the shower.

Like many other meteor showers, the Ursids are associated with a parent comet, and in this case it's periodic
comet Tuttle, which  orbits the Sun once every 13 years. The shower gave better than normal rates in 1945,
1986, 1988, 1994 and 2000, which are accredited to random clumping of material in the meteoroid stream.
The shower is known to produce a fair number of meteors that are yellow in colour, with many leaving
persistent trains. The radiant lies in the constellation of  the Little Bear (Ursa Minor) about 4° above the star
Beta (b) Ursae Minoris.  Take a look if it's clear.

Quadrantids:   Unfortunately, the new year starts with a poor return for one of the most interesting of
meteor showers.  The Quadrantids take their name from the now long defunct constellation of Quadrans
Muralis.   The radiant actually lies a few degrees north-west of a triangle of stars formed by tau (t ), phi (p),
and nu (n) Herculis.  The shower's normal  limits range from January 1st through to the 6th, with this year's
maximum expected to take place at around 23:00 on the 3rd.  In ideal conditions meteor rates can reach as
high as 120 meteors per hour, though in reality the average meteor enthusiast will probably be very lucky to
even see half of this value.  The shower has a very narrow peak of activity which lasts no more than a few
hours,  and this can be missed very easily - especially if the sky  is hampered by cloud.   There is also some
variabili ty in the hourly rates, and estimates in recent years have ranged from 60 to 200 meteors per hour.
The Moon is Full on the evening of January 3rd/4th and so will completely wipe out the fainter meteors.
However, brighter examples of the shower may be seen, so if it is clear around this time why not try to
observe these new year celestial fireworks.
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The list below gives the rising and setting times for the Sun and planets from December 15th 2006 to
February 15th  2007.  The times are based upon an observer situated in the Ilkeston area, and the times
shown are in Greenwich Mean Time.

Object Date Rise Set Object Date Rise Set

Sun Dec 15th 08:12 15:49 Jup iter Dec 15th 06:35 14:47
Jan 1st 08:18 15:59 Jan 1st 05:47 13:51
Jan 15th 08:11 16:18 Jan 15th 05:07 13:05
Feb 1st 07:49 16:49 Feb 1st 04:15 12:08
Feb 15th 07:23 17:16 Feb 15th 03:31 11:20

Mercury Dec 15th 07:09 15:03 Saturn Dec 15th 20:55 11:43
Jan 1st 08:19 15:30 Jan 1st 19:45 10:35
Jan 15th 08:44 16:34 Jan 15th 18:45 09:39
Feb 1st 08:30 18:21 Feb 1st 17:31 08:30
Feb 15th 07:33 18:41 Feb 15th 16:29 07:33

Venus Dec 15th 09:13 16:32 Uranus Dec 15th 12:00 22:39
Jan 1st 09:24 17:13 Jan 1st 10:54 21:35
Jan 15th 09:14 17:59 Jan 15th 10:00 20:43
Feb 1st 08:47 18:57 Feb 1st 08:54 19:41
Feb 15th 08:18 19:44 Feb 15th 08:00 18:50

Mars Dec 15th 06:49 14:47 Neptune Dec 15th 11:13 20:25
Jan 1st 06:47 14:19 Jan 1st 10:08 19:21
Jan 15th 06:41 14:04 Jan 15th 09:14 18:29
Feb 1st 06:27 13:54 Feb 1st 08:08 17:25
Feb 15th 06:08 13:53 Feb 15th 07:14 16:33
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Phase Day Time Moon rise Time Moon set Time

New Moon Dec 20th 14:01 20th 08:54 20th 15:01
First Quarter Dec 27th 14:48 27th 11:41 28th 00:52
Full Moon Jan 3rd 13:57 3rd 15:24 4th 09:31
Last Quarter Jan 11th 12:45 11th 00:19 11th 10:56

New Moon Jan 19th 04:01 19th 08:51 19th 16:37
First Quarter Jan 25th 23:01 25th 10:11 26th 01:37
Full Moon Feb 2nd 05:45 1st 15:45 2nd 08:16
Last Quarter Feb 10th 09:51 10th 01:45 10th 09:40

New Moon Feb 17th 16:14 17th 07:32 17th 17:10
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The 2006 Equinox Sky Camp took place over the weekend of September 23rd/24th, at the usual setting of the Kelli ng
Heath Touring Park, near Holt in North Norfolk.  This was the twelfth year that the event had been held, and the tenth
time that IDAS members had attended.  Due to last year's sabbatical from the Sky Camp, several Members including
myself decided to make a weekend visit to the 2006 event, and everyone certainly seemed like they were looking
forward to it.

Harry Bingham, John and Neil Cutherbertson, and myself attended the weekend, and while Harry stayed in his
caravan everyone else braved the elements with tents.  To be honest, the weekend didn't start out very well at all .  On
our arrival at the camp site we were greeted with heavy and prolonged rain - not a very good sign.  After reporting in
at Reception, the short car journey to our pitches didn't make things any better; being confronted with sodden ground
and puddles around the pitches certainly did help matters!  However, Harry very quickly set up his caravan and kindly
gave  us all some shelter, and a cup of tea.

After sitting in Harry's caravan for about an hour chatting about the upcoming event and the weather, the rain
suddenly stopped. Quickly we set about putting up our tents, and even though the grass was very wet it didn't rain
again.  By the time the tents were up and pegged the Sun was out and the puddles had disappeared - thanks to good
drainage and the sandy soil .

Our first night turned out to be surprisingly
dark and clear, though our proximity to the
campsite's main access road meant that we
kept getting car headlights spoili ng our dark
adapted eyes.  No one in our group decided
to set up their telescope, though it has to be
said that the dew was  absolutely
horrendous, and it's very possible that any
optics would have dewed over quite quickly
anyway.  However, casual naked-eye
observing was still a pleasant thing to do
during the night.  As it had been a very
exhausting day we  were all i n bed by 11pm.
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Top Left:  Group photograph of Members at the
Equinox Sky Camp.

Top Right:  A couple of telescopes ready for an
evening’s observing.

Above Left:  Telescopes for sale on the
Widescreen Centre’s stand.

Above:  A pair of home made 300mm
binoculars.

Left:  The Weybourne windmill  and the sea are
visible in the distance
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Above Left:  Astronomers look for a bargain on the Trade stands during the Saturday morning.

Above Right:  A vast range of telescopes were on view in the Telescope Field
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Below Left:  Orion the Hunter sets behind the Shipley Hall water tower.  Photographed on February 27th 2005.

Below Right:  Saturn makes a close encounter with the “Beehive” cluster.  Photographed on January 21st 2006.

All Photo’s by Mark Thomas
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On opening the tent the next morning I
was greeted with a damp, cool, and
misty day.  My first thought was that
things were going to get worse, but John
told me that the mist had only appeared
in the last 30 minutes, and it was hoped
that it would clear soon.  John wasn't
wrong as by the time I had taken a
shower and eaten my breakfast, warm
autumnal sunshine was breaking through
the mist.  It wasn't long before we had
gloriously warm sunny weather with
blue skies - a perfect Equinox Sky Camp
day.

The main event day boasted quite a lot
of trade stands, who were selli ng
everything from large expensive telescopes through to tiny meteorites which could be bought for a couple
of pounds.  The traders were ingeniously set out in an Avenue style, which was a great idea as it allowed
plenty of room for people to walk around the stands.  The traders started selli ng their wares from 10:30am
onwards, and they continued up until around 4:30pm.  Considering the large amount of people milli ng
around the stands, I am sure the traders had a reasonable day.

Day visitors to the Sky Camp were also encouraged, and so our own John Brown and Robin Gray came
along to meet up with us for the day.  Even though there were some astronomical talks being held on both
the Saturday and Sunday, everyone from IDAS were more interested at looking around the trade stands, the
telescope fields, and the local countryside.

Most of Saturday was taken up with talking amongst ourselves, talking to fellow astronomers, drinking
coffee and tea and walking around the site - a great time was had by all.  Another plus to the weekend was
John Cuthbertson winning second prize in the raffle.  His prize was a set of eyepieces and a very smart case
to put them in, certainly well worth the £1 it cost for the raffle ticket.  After a very enjoyable day we had
hoped that the sky would remain clear for us to do some evening observing.  Alas, it was not meant to be

and so unfortunately an evening in the pub
was on the cards!

The weather on Sunday turned out to be very
similar to Saturday, though with perhaps a
little less sunshine.  Even so, everyone had an
enjoyable day exploring the local countryside.
Even though no trade stands stayed for the
Sunday - which some thought was a mistake,
there were still plenty of astronomers milli ng
around the site showing off their telescopes.

Sunday night meant another visit to the pub,
as the cloud moved in quite quickly during the
late afternoon.  Unfortunately, after midnight
things then went downhill .

Monday morning was met with very heavy
rain from the outset, and this meant taking the
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tents down in the pouring rain.  None of us were happy bunnies after this exercise, and the rain was far
worse than it had been on the Friday afternoon.  In fact, I heard later that the rain continued almost non-
stop for nearly 28 hours, and many pitches were totally waterlogged.  Perhaps it was a good idea to come
away when we did.

To conclude.  Even though the rain did spoil things  at the start and end of our visit, I would say that overall
this year's Equinox Sky camp was one of the better ones that I had attended.  I know we only had one clear
night, but on the whole the event passed by very nicely, and was quite relaxing.  What surprised me most
about the weekend was the  complete lack of the now legendary Kelli ng Heath wind factor.  The tally is
now four out of five visits have included gales, so I think we were quite lucky this year.  Let's hope that the
2007 event is blessed with even better weather.

Iridium Flares from December 15th 2006 to February 15th 2007

Key:

Date: Date of event.   Please note that no bright Iridium flares take place between December 15th 2006 
and January 1st 2007.

Satellite: Name of  satellite
Time: Time of maximum brightness of satellite, in hours, minutes and seconds.  
Azimuth: Bearing in degrees:- i.e.  0 = North, 90 = East, 180 = South, 270 = West
Elevation: Height above horizon in degrees
Intensity: Maximum brightness of satellite, measured in magnitude.

Date Satelli te time Azimuth Elevation Intensity
(mag)

h m s
Jan 2nd Iridium 72 18:35:47 30 44 1
Jan 3rd Iridium 62 18:29:37 32 45 -2
Jan 4th Iridium 65 18:23:30 34 46 -5
Jan 5th Iridium 68 18:17:22 36 47 -3
Jan 10th Iridium 62 17:55:41 38 58 1
Jan 11th Iridium 65 17:49:35 41 59 -1
Jan 12th Iridium 68 17:43:28 44 60 -4
Jan 13th Iridium 75 17:37:23 47 60 -5
Jan 14th Iridium 63 17:31:11 50 61 -1
Jan 15th Iridium 66 17:25:03 53 62 0
Jan 16th Iridium 74 17:23:22 51 66 -4
Jan 19th Iridium 22 19:06:03 25 36 -4
Jan 20th Iridium 25 18:59:50 26 38 -8
Jan 21st Iridium 47 18:53:38 28 39 -2
Jan 22nd Iridium 26 18:47:30 29 40 1
Jan 24th Iridium 46 18:44:11 26 47 1
Jan 26th Iridium 22 18:31:56 29 49 -6
Jan 27th Iridium 25 18:25:46 31 51 -8
Jan 28th Iridium 47 18:19:34 33 52 -2
Jan 29th Iridium 26 18:13:27 35 52 0
Feb 2nd Iridium 22 17:58:02 32 62 -1
Feb 3rd Iridium 25 17:51:54 33 64 -1
Feb 4th Iridium 47 17:45:40 37 65 -6
Feb 9th Iridium 29 19:20:34 18 36 -7
Feb 10th Iridium 32 19:14:19 20 38 -2
Feb 11th Iridium 58 19:08:19 21 38 1
Feb 13th Iridium 91 19:02:39 19 45 -5
Feb 14th Iridium 57 18:58:45 16 47 1
Feb 15th Iridium 95 18:50:43 21 48 -4
Feb 15th Iridium 60 18:52:37 17 48 0
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Dr Nigel Bannister (University of Leicester) was the Guest Speaker at our November 14th meeting, when
he gave a talk entitled Astronomy through the eyes of a Lobster.   This excellent talk dealt with Nigel's
research into  a novel way of detecting x-rays in space.  The pioneering ISS - Lobster Instrument  uses an
optical system that replicates the way that a lobster is able to see objects.  This ingenious system will allow
the next generation of x-ray satelli tes to be much more compact and lighter, and so cheaper to build and put
into orbit.  Nigel's presentation was first class as usual, and we  hope that you all enjoyed the evening.

Russell King will be the Speaker at our January 9th meeting, and he'll be giving a talk entitled Orbital
Dynamics.  Should be an interesting night, so we hope you can come along.

Don't forget our second monthly meeting, which takes place on the last Wednesday of each month at the
Visitor Centre, Shipley Country Park, Slack Lane, Heanor.  The venue is the Green Room which is situated
within the Visitor Centre and is easy to find.  The doors are open for around 7:45pm.  There is no admission
charge to members, but we do ask that each member donates 20p to cover the cost of refreshments.  Please
note that there will be no meeting at Shipley Park on December 27th, due to the Christmas holidays.  See
our meeting programme (on page 12) for full details.

Annu al General Meeting Report:  December 12th 2006

Our  Annual General Meeting and Christmas Party took place on  December 12th 2006, and was very well
attended with 17 members coming along to the proceedings.  Our Chairman, John Brown began by
welcoming  everyone to the AGM and he went on to explain the order of business.  After  his introduction,
John then invited Harry Bingham to give the Treasurers' report.

Harry reported that the Society had made a very small profit in the 2005/2006 session.  Income for the year
amounted to £436.40, while expenditure totalled £434.38.  The Society had therefore made a profit of
£2.02.  The Society  had a balance of £495.72 in the bank, as at the end of November 2006.

Several issues with the accounts were pointed out to the assembled members.  Firstly, an unexpected but
welcome  profit of £25.78 was made from our Silver Jubilee Convention, which helped to levitate a
potential loss in 2006.  Secondly and more importantly, Erewash Borough Council had failed to send an
invoice for the meeting room rent for 2006, even after several requests.   Had the rent been paid on time as
normal the Society would have actually made a significant loss this year of  around £100.  This will
undoubtedly mean that next year's accounts will show two room rental fees, one for 2006 and another for
2007.

Speaker costs (of £229.00) were quite high in 2006 compared to previous years, and this was due to the
fact that for the Society to continue to ensure a diverse and interesting range of talks it meant having to
source speakers from further afield.

The F.A.S. Astrocalander and Society Newsletter costs were £138.88 in this session, though some of this
cost was incurred on printing  and postage for publicity material.  Meanwhile,  the F.A.S. membership fee
and F.A.S. public liabili ty insurance cost £66.50 for the year - which incidentally, is very good value
considering what it covers.  Without this cover the Society would be unable to organise or participate in
public events.

Once Harry had finished his report, he asked if there were any questions.  Several members queried  the
apparent high costs related to the Newsletter production and the cost of the Astrocalander.  It was
explained that the £138.88 not only included the production of the Newsletter and postage costs, but it also
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included publicity material that had been printed and associated postage.  Besides, the cost of  2-sided
colour printing for the Newsletter had increased the costs somewhat to 10p per side (i.e. 20p per Newsletter
copy), while monochrome printing cost 4p per side.  It was also mentioned that postage costs had also
increased during the year.  After several minutes of discussion, Harry said that these issues could be
discussed at much further length after the election of the 2007 committee.

There being no further questions about the accounts, John handed over to Mark Thomas, who gave a short
review of what IDAS had done over the year.  This had included three displays, two open days (at Shipley
Park and at Erewash Museum), along with the annual Shipley Park Night Watch, as well as the Silver
Jubilee Convention.  Mark wished to thank everyone who had supported these events.  John Brown then
asked Mary McNulty (Public Relations Officer), to say a few words.

Mary  gave a brief report detaili ng  Society publicity that had taken place during 2006.   It's good to know
that our Society's profile continues to be enhanced by the hard work that Mary has done over the last year.
Our meeting details are publicised in many  newspapers and magazines - both near and far, and this has
certainly helped to increase the Society's profile in the year.   There being no questions, John handed over to
Russell King  (Observational Programmer) to say a few words.  Russell said that  observing sessions at
Shipley Park were proving to be as popular as ever, and he encouraged all members to join the "ring
around" system if they wished to attend the sessions.   John then handed over to John Cuthbertson (Curator
of Equipment), who reminded Members that the Society owns an eight inch telescope which is available for
members to use if they so wished.

John Brown finished off the Committee reports by saying that it was nice to see so many members were
enthusiastic in making observations during the year, and he hoped that this would continue in 2007.

Afterwards,  the 2006 Committee was dissolved and the 2007 Committee was duly voted in.  The
Committee for the 2007 session remained unchanged yet again, and is as follows:

Chairman: John Brown
Secretary: Mark Thomas
Treasurer: Harry Bingham
Observational Programmer: Russell King
Public Relations Officer: Mary McNulty
Curator Of Equipment John Cuthbertson
Librarian Paul Hawkins

After the election, Members discussed various Society issues, some of which took quite a while to  resolve.

The first important issue that was discussed was the 2007 subscription rates.  The committee made a
suggestion of increasing the standard adult subscription to £25 per year, but drop the 50p per meeting fee.
However, this suggestion was merely used to open up the discussion to see what members thought.

The £25 proposal was suggested for the following reason.  The 2006 standard subscription fee was £14 per
year, plus 50p per meeting.  If a member attended all the year's meetings the total cost to that member was
£19.50 (note that 50p is not collected at the December meeting since it's the AGM).  Therefore it was
argued that rising the subscription to £25 (an overall increase of £4.50 per year - or 37.5p per meeting)
should ensure that the Society reverses the current trend of  making  losses each year. Since the expected
expenditure for 2007 could be somewhere near £500 it was argued that for the Society to break even it
meant that no increase in subscription rates was not an option.  However, this suggested increase was very
unpopular with members, and a lengthy discussion over costs ensued.

Several members suggested that instead of increasing subs by almost 30%, the Society should try and cut
costs and be more efficient in its working.  The main suggestion was to email the Newsletter out to
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members, so saving on printing and postage costs. Other members thought that purchasing the F.A.S.
Astrocalander seemed to be an unnecessary cost.

Incidentally, it has to be mentioned that the purchase of the yearly F.A.S. Astrocalanders were approved at
the 2003 AGM, as recompense to Members for receiving fewer Society Newsletters.  It now appeared that
Members no longer wished to receive this benefit.  Therefore, it was unanimously decided that the 2007
Astrocalander will be the last that the Society will supply to members.  It should also be noted that the
Society Newsletter  will continue to be issued bi-monthly, and it's regularity will not change.

It was also decided that members may now chose the way in which they receive their Newsletter.  It can be
sent as an email attachment, and those members without email or computers may still receive the Newsletter
by post.

Out of the 17 members who attended the AGM ten made it known that they wished to receive the
Newsletter by email.  Therefore, anyone wishing to change the method in which they receive the Newsletter
should inform Mark Thomas as soon as possible.   Contact details are shown on page 14. Hopefully, this
simple change in procedure should help to reduce Society costs  in 2007.

As a result of the lengthy discussions and debate, it was decided the that 2007 subscription rates should be
set as follows:-

Novice Membership (below 12 years of age) Free of charge
Junior Membership (Ages 12 to 18 years) £10
Full Membership  (Over 18 years) £20
Membership for a Couple (Joint) £30
Associate Membership £10

Note:  There is now no longer any 50p fee to pay at the main meeting.

Once the financial issues had been dealt with, ideas for trips and other activities were discussed.

John Brown took the opportunity to remind everyone that a trip to Lincoln Astronomical Society was being
planned to take  place sometime in February or March, quite possibly on a Friday or Saturday evening.   Full
details still had to be confirmed, and Members would be given these details as soon as possible.

John also mentioned that the Derby Astronomical Society had invited IDAS Members to take part in an
Astronomy Quiz Night on the evening of Friday February 2nd, at the Friends Meeting House, St Helen’s
Street, Derby.  If any member wishes to come along to either take part in the quiz or just to give some
moral support then please let us know.

Another idea that John talked about was the suggestion of organising a celebration dinner, to commemorate
the Society's Silver Jubilee.  This idea was originally proposed earlier in the year but it didn't seem to attract
much attention. However, the overall majority of members at the AGM thought this was a good idea.
Therefore, the Committee will check out this idea to see what they can organise.  Watch this space.

A variety of other suggestions were received from members regarding possible trips. A coach tour to the
Old Royal Greenwich  Observatory, and a visit to York Observatory was mentioned.   Several other places
of interest were also talked about, and as a result the various suggestions will be discussed at the next
Committee meeting to see what can be arranged.

There being no more questions John Brown ended the proceedings  by thanking everyone for coming along,
and he officially closed the AGM until December 11th 2007.  Members then finished the evening by having
a small Christmas party.  Thank you to those of you who brought along food for the party - it was very
much appreciated.
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Other Future Events

There are tentative plans for a return visit to AstroAdventures sometime in March.  If any members wish to
come along for several days of sight-seeing and astronomy in North Devon then please let us know as soon
as possible.  The booking will probably last from a Saturday and return home on the Tuesday or
Wednesday.

Just to let you know that Shipley Park's Night Watch event will take place on the evening of June 23rd
2007.  Once again, we have been invited to take part, so let's hope the weather is good once again.  More
details will be published nearer the time.

Next year's Equinox Sky Camp takes place during mid-September, and Society members have already made
advance plans to make another visit.  At the 2007 event an eight berth chalet has been booked, along with a
tent pitch.  This will allow members to have a warm and snug environment to sleep and eat, while the tent
pitch will be used to erect member's telescopes.  At the moment there are still a few spare places left in the
chalet, so if you are interested in booking a place, please let one of the Committee Members know.

Future Meetings

John Brown has managed to organise an excellent series of  Guest Speakers to entertain us in the 2007
session.  Here are the current details up until September.

Date Speaker Title

January 9th Russell King Orbital Dynamics

January 31st - Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting

February 13th Mike Lancaster Spirit in the Sky - A Martian Chronicle

February 28th - Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting

March 13th Members Evening Member's Observations

March 28th - Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting

April 10th James Ince Subject to be announced

April 25th - Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting

May 8th Paul Money Images of the Cosmos

May 30th - Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting

June 12th Madeleine Cox John Dolland - Achromatic Abbreviation

June 27th - Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting

July 10th Andrew Green Astro Travels

July 25th - Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting

August 14th To be announced

August 29th - Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting

September 11th Martin Lunn (MBE) The Discovery of Pluto

September 26th - Shipley Park Visitor Centre informal meeting
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Accoun ts from December 2005 to November 2006 Meeting

Income

Subscriptions £279.00
Monthly Attendance:) £  67.40
Coffee / Tea Sales: ) £  64.22
Profit from Convention 2006 £  25.78
(See page 14 for breakdown)

TOTAL INCOME £436.40

Outings

Meeting Room Rent £..........?
Speakers £229.00
F.A.S. Astrocalander) £138.88
Postage                        )
F.A.S. & Public Liability £66.50

TOTAL EXPENDITURE £434.38

Income £436.40
Outgoings £434.38

Profit £2.02

SUMMARY:

Balance B / F from 2005 £496.70
Funds in from 2006 £436.40

£930.10
Expenditure from 2006 £434.38

£495.72

Actual balance in Society funds ending November 2006:     £495.72

Subs for 2007:  Please see the AGM Report for more information.
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IDAS Convention - May 20th 2006

INCOME £ OUTGOINGS £

Tickets Sold 149.00 Speakers 55.00
Games/Comps. etc. 5.00 Room Rent 100.00
Raffle 53.00 Slide Projector Hire 31.88
Refreshments 10.00 Postage 5.04

TOTAL £217.00 TOTAL £191.92

Total Profit £25.78

Society Contacts

Mark Thomas (Secretary) Tel: 0115 8490724
email:  idaswmt1@aol.com

John Brown  (Chairman) Tel: 01773 768836

Harry Bingham  (Treasurer) Tel: 01773 533761

Mary McNulty  Tel: 01298 78234
(Public Relations Officer) email: mintaca@msn.com

Russell King Tel: 07788 432611
(Observational Programmer) email: Russell.King@ansys.com

John Cuthbertson Tel: 0115 9176330
(Curator of Equipment)


